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Benefits of Seeking Forgiveness

27/11/2016| IslamWeb

Do you want to have peace of mind, reassurance, and joy?

You should ask for the forgiveness of Allah, The Almighty. Allah, The Almighty, Says (what

means): {And [saying], "Seek Forgiveness of your Lord and repent to Him, [and] He Will Let you enjoy
a good provision} [Quran 11: 3]

Do you want to have a strong body and be healthy, and be free of diseases and disabilities? Is so,
you should ask for the forgiveness of Allah, The Almighty. Allah, The Almighty, Says (what

means): {Ask Forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him. He will send [rain from] the sky upon
you in showers and Increase you in strength [added] to your strength.} [Quran 11: 52]

Do you want to drive disasters and accidents away and be safe from Fitnah (trials) and afflictions?
You should ask for the forgiveness of Allah, The Almighty. Allah, The Almighty, Says (what
means): {But Allah would not punish them while you, [O Muhammad], are among them, and Allah
would not punish them while they seek forgiveness.} [Quran 8: 33]

Do you want rain in continuing showers, righteous children, lawful money, and expanded sustenance?
Then you should ask for the forgiveness of Allah. Allah, The Almighty, Says (what means): {And said,
'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He Is ever a Perpetual Forgiver. He will send [rain from] the sky
upon you in [continuing] showers. And give you increase in wealth and children and provide for you
gardens and provide for you rivers.} [Quran 71: 10- 12]

Do you want your sins to be forgiven, your rewards to be increased, and your rank to be elevated?
You should ask for the forgiveness of Allah, The Almighty. Allah Says (what means): {And say,
'Relieve us of our burdens.' We will [then] forgive your sins for you, and We will Increase the doers of
good [in goodness and reward]."} [Quran 2: 58]

Asking for forgiveness is the successful remedy for getting rid of sins. This is why the
Prophet = ordered us to ask for the forgiveness of Allah, The Almighty, frequently.

The Prophet % said: “O people! Ask for the forgiveness of Allah and repent to Him as | ask for the
forgiveness of Allah and repent to Him one hundred times a day.”

Allah, The Almighty, is satisfied with the one who asks for His forgiveness as this person
acknowledges his sin as if he says, “O Allah! | have made a mistake and | was negligent with Your
rights as | wronged myself and the devil tempted me and my soul, which is a persistent enjoiner of
evil, betrayed me. | relied on Your mercy, forgiveness, and forbearance. Now, | come to You while
repenting and regretting, so forgive me, remove my sins and mistakes as | do not have any other Lord
but You. O Allah! Even if my sins are grave, Your Forgiveness is greater and more comprehensive."

..... “My Lord! | have definitely wronged my soul, so forgive me.”....” (Qur'aan; 28:16)
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10 Benefits of Asking God’s Forgiveness

By
22 March, 2019

We should make it a habit to beseech Allah’s forgiveness as much as we can.
We will receive numerous benefits for doing so.

The following are but a few of them:

e Forgiveness of Sins

Allah quotes Noah speaking to his people:
Ask forgiveness from your Lord; for He is Oft-Forgiving. (71:10)

e Itis a Reason for the Rain to Fall

Noah continues:
He will send rain to you in abundance. (71: 11)

e Increase in Wealth

Noah continues:
And give you increase in wealth and children. (71: 12)

e Prosperity and Success

Noah continues:
And provide gardens for you and provide rivers for you. (71: 12)

This expresses the good of this world that Allah provides us. The term “gardens” here refers to
worldly provisions as well as the gardens of Paradise in the Hereafter. It also refers to the good
that comes as a result of the water Allah provides to the Earth.

e Increased Strength

This comprehends all kinds of strength. As Prophet Hud said to his people:
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O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord, then turn unto Him repentant; He will cause
the sky to rain abundance on you and will add unto you strength to your strength. (11: 52)

This includes the inner strength which comes from having peace of mind and a conscience that
is free from the burden of sin.

e A good Life

Allah says:

Ask forgiveness of your Lord and turn to Him repentant. He will cause you to enjoy a fair
estate until a time appointed. (11: 3)

Life is good to those who are righteous and God-fearing. It is also good to those who return to
Allah in repentance, asking His forgiveness, and compensating for their sins by engaging in good
deeds.

e Relief from Hardships

Allah says:

Allah will not punish them while they are asking His forgiveness. (8: 33)

This is because when we seek forgiveness, it dissuades us from persisting in sin. We are realizing
and acknowledging our mistakes, not rationalizing them.

e Allah’s Mercy

Allah says:
Beseech Allah’s forgiveness, that perchance you will be shown mercy. (27: 46)

e [t Atones for the Mistakes Made when
we Interact with One Another

In the latter part of his life, whenever the Prophet stood up from meeting with people, he used to say:

“Glory and praise be to Allah. | bear witness that there is no God but Him. | beseech His
forgiveness and turn to Him in repentance.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The first time he did this, a man asked him:

“You have said something you have never said before.”
The Prophet replied:

“It atones for whatever happened during the meeting.”

e It Placates our Fears and Worries
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The Prophet said:

“Whoever asks Allah’s forgiveness often, Allah will give them relief from every worry, make a way
out for them from every difficulty, and provide for them from whence they least expect it.” (Abu
Dawud)

Ibn al-Qayyim comments in Zad al-Ma “ad:

As for the effect that beseeching Allah’s forgiveness has on our fears, worries, and difficulties, one thing all
rational people from all nations and faith traditions agree upon is that sins and corruption cause anxiety,
fear, and depression, as well as diseases of the heart.

Indeed, even after the sinful people have had their fill from indulging in sin, the resultant anxiety and worry
that remains in their hearts causes them to return to the sin again to ward away those feelings. One of the
most notorious sinners penned these verses:

A draught | drank for the pure pleasure that it gave

The next to cure what the first draught had made me crave!

Since this is the effect that sins and transgressions have on the heart, the only real cure is to beseech Allah’s
forgiveness.

It seems that Ibn al-Qayyim is alluding to addiction, which not only relates to alcohol and drug use, but to
any habitual sin, like illicit affairs and pornography.

This requires appealing to Allah for forgiveness frequently, as well as seeking treatment, engaging in
wholesome activities, and keeping good company.

Addiction of any kind requires professional help, since addiction itself compels the perpetration of the act,
even in the absence of any pleasure.

The pleasure of the activity might have been what got the addict started in the first place, but then when it
turns into a psychological or physical dependency, the compulsion to do it remains even in the absence of
any positive sensation.

The following advice is attributed to Lugman:

“My son, make it your tongue’s habit to say: ‘O Allah, forgive me,’ since there are times during the day that
no petitioner is turned down.” (Shu “ab al-Iman (1120))

Aisha said:

“Blessed are those who have in their record of deeds that they sought Allah’s forgiveness often.”
Abu al-Minhal said:

“The best neighbour one can have in the grave is the forgiveness that one had sought from Allah.”
Qatadah said:

“This Quran reveals to you your affliction and its cure. Your sins are your affliction and the cure is to ask
Allah’s forgiveness.”

Al-Hasan said:

“Ask Allah’s forgiveness frequently, when you are at home, when you are dining, when you are on the road,
when you are shopping, and at your gatherings. You never know when Allah will bestow His forgiveness.”

O Allah! We have wronged ourselves greatly, and no one forgives sins but You, so forgive us and have
mercy on us. Indeed, You are the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

Republished from Islam Today and “About Islam”
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https://sunnah.com/riyadussalihin/19

Side Note:

Riyad as-Salihin

Riyad as-Salihin is a selection of hadith compiled by Imam Yahya ibn Sharaf an-
Nawawi. It is one of the most widely known and read books of hadith all over the
world, containing approximately 1,900 carefully chosen hadith on ethics, manners,
worship, knowledge, and other topics compiled from the Six Books of hadith. It is
practical and accessible to Muslims of all levels.

The following is from Book Number 19. Chapter 371 and Chapter 372.

19
The Book of Forgiveness

(371)
Chapter: Seeking Forgiveness

(371)
aliad g Hlaaialh Y Qb -

e Al-Agharr Al-Muzani (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Messenger of Allah () said, "Sometimes | perceive a veil over my heart, and | supplicate
Allah for forgiveness a hundred times in a day."

[Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1869

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 1

e Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
| heard the Messenger of Allah (:) saying, "l swear by Allah that | seek Allah's Pardon and turn
to Him in repentance more than seventy times a day."

[Al-Bukhari].
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Reference . Riyad as-Salihin 1870

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 2

e Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Messenger of Allah (¥) said, "By the One in Whose Hand my soul is! If you do not commit
sins, Allah would replace you with a people who would commit sins and seek forgiveness from
Allah; and Allah will certainly forgive them."

[Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1871

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 3

e |bn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) said:
We counted Messenger's saying a hundred times during one single sitting: Rabb- ighfir li, wa
tubb 'alayya, innaka Antat-Tawwabur-Rahim. (My Rubb! Forgive me and pardon me. Indeed,
You are the Oft-Returning with compassion and Ever Merciful."

[Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1872

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 4

e |bn 'Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them) said:
The Messenger of Allah (:) said, "If anyone constantly seeks pardon (from Allah), Allah will
appoint for him a way out of every distress and a relief from every anxiety, and will provide
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sustenance for him from where he expects not."

[Abu Dawud].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1873

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 5

e Ibn Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Messenger of Allah (¥) said, "He who says: 'Astaghfir ullah-alladhi la ilaha illa Huwal-Haiyul-
Qayyumu, wa atubu ilaihi (I seek the forgiveness of Allah, there is no true god except Allah, the
Ever-Living, the Self- Subsisting, and | turn to Him in repentance),’ his sins will be forgiven even
if he should have run away from the battlefield (while he was engaged in fighting for the Cause of
Allah)."

[Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Al-Hakim (on conditions of Al-Bukhari and Muslim for
accepting Hadith)].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1874

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 6

e Shaddad bin Aus (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Prophet (¥) said, "The best supplication for seeking forgiveness (Syed-ul- Istighfar) is to say:
'‘Allahumma Anta Rabbi, la ilaha illa Anta, khalagtani wa ana 'abduka, wa ana 'ala 'ahdika wa
wa'dika mastata'tu, a'udhu bika min sharri ma sana'tu, abu'u laka bini'matika 'alayya, wa abu'u
bidhanbi faghfir li, fa innahu la yaghfirudh-dhunuba illa Anta. (O Allah! You are my Rubb. There is
no true god except You. You have created me, and | am Your slave, and | hold to Your Covenant
as far as | can. | seek refuge in You from the evil of what | have done. | acknowledge the favours
that You have bestowed upon me, and | confess my sins. Pardon me, for none but You has the
power to pardon).' He who supplicates in these terms during the day with firm belief in it and dies
on the same day (before the evening), he will be one of the dwellers of Jannah; and if anyone
supplicates in these terms during the night with firm belief in it and dies before the morning, he
will be one of the dwellers of Jannah."

[Al-Bukhari].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1875

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 7

e Thauban (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
Whenever the Messenger of Allah (¥) finished his Salat (prayer), he would beg forgiveness three
times [by saying, 'Astaghfirullah’ (3 times)] and then he would say: "Allahumma Antas-
Salamu, wa minkas-Salamu, tabarakta ya Dhal-Jalali wal-lkram. (O Allah! You are the Bestower
of security and security comes from You, Blessed are You. O Possessor of glory and honour)."
Imam Al-Auza'i (one of the subnarrators) of this Hadith was asked: "How forgiveness should be
sought?" He replied: "I say: Astaghfirullah, Astaghfirullah (I seek forgiveness from Allah. | seek

forgiveness from Allah)."

[Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1876

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 8

e 'Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported:
Prior to his demise, the Messenger of Allah (¥) used to supplicate frequently: Subhan Allahi wa
bihamdihi; Astaghfirullaha wa atubu ilaihi (Allah is free from imperfection, and | begin with
praising Him. | beg forgiveness from Allah and | turn to Him in repentance."”

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1877

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 9

e Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
| heard the Messenger of Allah (¥) saying, "Allah, the Exalted, has said: 'O son of Adam! | shall
go on forgiving you so long as you pray to Me and aspire for My forgiveness whatever may be
your sins. O son of Adam! | do not care even if your sins should pile up to the sky and should you
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beg pardon of Me, | would forgive you. O son of Adam! If you come to Me with an earthful of sins
and meet Me, not associating anything with Me in worship, | will certainly grant you as much
pardon as will fill the earth.™

[At-Tirmidhi].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1878

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 10

e Ibn'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) said:

The Prophet (¥) said, "O women folk! You should give charity and be diligent in seeking Allah's
forgiveness because | have seen (i.e., on the Night of the Ascension to the highest heavens) that
dwellers of the Hell are women." A woman amongst them said: "Why is it that the majority of the
dwellers of Hell are women?" The Prophet (¥) replied, "You curse frequently and are ungrateful
to your husbands. In spite of your lacking in wisdom and failing in religion, you are depriving the
wisest of men of their intelligence." Upon this the woman asked: "What is the deficiency in our
wisdom and in our religion?" He (%) replied, "Your lack of wisdom can be well judged from the
fact that the evidence of two women is equal to that one man. You do not offer Salat (prayer) for
some days and you do not fast (the whole of) Ramadan sometimes, it is a deficiency in religion."

[Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1879
In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 11
(372)
Chapter:

Some of the Bounties which Allah has prepared for the Believers in Paradise

(372)
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e Jabir (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Messenger of Allah (3) said, "The inhabitants of Jannah will eat and drink therein, but they
will not have to pass excrement, to blow their noses or to urinate. Their food will be digested
producing belch which will give out a smell like that of musk. They will be inspired to declare the
freedom of Allah from imperfection and proclaim His Greatness as easily as you breathe."

[Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1880

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 12

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said:

The Messenger of Allah (%) said, "Allah, the Exalted, has said: 'l have prepared for my righteous
slaves what no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and the mind of no man has conceived.' If you
wish, recite:

'No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward for what they used to do.™ (32:17)
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1881

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 13

e Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Messenger of Allah (:) said, "The first group (of people) to enter Jannah will be shining like
the moon on a full-moon night. Then will come those who follow them who will be like the most
shining planet in the sky. They will not stand in need of urinating or relieving of nature or of
spitting or blowing their noses. Their combs will be of gold and their sweat will smell like musk; in
their censers the aloes-wood will be used. Their wives will be large eyed maidens. All men will be
alike in the form of their father 'Adam, sixty cubits tall."

Another narration is: The Messenger of Allah (¥) said, "Their utensils will be of gold, their
perspiration will smell like musk; everyone of them will have two wives; the marrow of the bones
of the wives' legs will be seen through the flesh out of excessive beauty. They (i.e., the people of
Jannah) will neither have difference, nor enmity (hatred) amongst themselves; their hearts will be
as if one heart, and they will be glorifying Allah in the morning and in the afternoon."
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[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1882

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 14

e Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Messenger of Allah (¥) said, "Musa (Moses) (£) asked his Rubb: "Who amongst the
inhabitants of Jannah will be the lowest in rank?' He said: 'It will be a person who will be admitted
into Jannah last of all when all the dwellers of Jannah have entered Jannah. It will be said to him:
Enter Jannah. But he will say: O my Rubb! How should | enter while the people have settled in
their apartments and taken their shares? It will be said to him: Will you be satisfied and pleased if
you have a kingdom like that of a monarch of the world? He will say: | will be content, my Rubb.
Allah will say: For you is that, and like that and like that and like that and like that. He will say at
the fifth time: | am well-pleased, my Rubb. Allah will say: It is for you and ten times more like it.
You will have whatever your soul desires and whatever your eyes could delight in. He will say: |
am well-pleased, my Rubb.' Musa () said: 'Who will be of the highest rank in Jannah.' Allah
said: 'They are those whom | chose and | established their honour with My Own Hand. | attest
with My Seal that they will be blessed with such bounties as no eye has seen, no ear has heard
and no human mind has perceived.™

[Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1883
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In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 15

e 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Messenger of Allah (:) said, "I know of the last of the inhabitants of the Hell to be taken out
from there and the last one to enter Jannah. He is a man who will come out of the Fire, crawling
on all fours. Allah, the Rubb of glory and honour will say to him: '‘Go and enter Jannah.' He will go
to it and think that it is full up. He will then come back and say: 'O my Rubb, it is full up." Allah will
say to him: 'Go and enter Jannah.' He will again go to it and think that it is full up. So he will turn
back. Allah will again say: 'Go and enter Jannah. For you have what is equal to ten times the
world.' He will say: 'Are You making fun of me while You are the King?" At this | (i.e., the
narrator) saw the Messenger of Allah (¥) laugh till his premolars were visible and he said, "Such
man will be the last dweller of Jannah in its lowest rank."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1884

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 16

e Abu Musa (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Prophet (%) said, "In Jannah the believer will have a tent made of a single hollowed pearl of
which the length will be sixty miles in the sky. The believer will have his wives with him and he
will visit them and they will not be able to see one another."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1885
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In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 17

e Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Prophet (#) said, "There is a tree in Jannah that is so huge that if a rider of a swift horse has
to cover its distance from one end to another in one hundred years, he will not be able to do so."

Another narration from Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) is: The Messenger of Allah
(%) said, "A rider will not be able to cross its (the tree's) shade even after travelling for one
hundred years."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

)MBMM‘@U;\" dtﬁelm}‘\.\hﬂ!\ém@ﬂ\up@a&\w)é)&ﬂ\i&m@iusj
(A (3iia)) " Lgas La s 2ile o pud) yariaall 3 sall I )

B g SN e B e B a5 a2l D5 e Ll Mopmanaall” 8ol

Meadady Lo A Ll

Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1886

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 18

e Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Prophet (¥) said, "The dwellers of Jannah will look at those in the upper abodes above them
as you look at a shining star which remains in the eastern or western horizon; such will be the
difference in superiority which some of them have over others." The Messenger of Allah (¥) was
asked: "Will those be the dwellings of the Prophets which no one else will be able to reach?" He
(%) replied, "Yes, but by Him in Whose Hand my soul is! men who believed in Allah and
acknowledged the truthfulness of the Messengers will reach them."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

el 3 S gl b e aad) Jal (el il Asall Jal o) 8 g e dl) Lo (ol (e die
Al il Jpmy b 1) I8 Magin Se Jualiill o yrall ol (3 piall (e (38Y) 8 el o0l (S S
G3a)) "l sl | gBnm g by ) gial Jln o (ouadi (5315 Lt 1 JE Gt e Leal Y e L) J 3l

(e

Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1887

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 19
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e Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Messenger of Allah () said, "A space in Jannah equal to the distance between the middle
and the end of a bow will be better than all that upon which the sun rises and sets."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Reference . Riyad as-Salihin 1888

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 20

e Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Messenger of Allah (¥) said, "In Jannah there is a market to which the people will come
every Friday. The northern wind will blow and shower fragrance on their faces and clothes and,
consequently, it will enhance their beauty and loveliness. They will then return to their wives who
will also have increased in their beauty and loveliness, and their families will say to them: 'We
swear by Allah that you have been increased in beauty and loveliness since leaving us.'

Thereupon they will reply: 'We swear by Allah that you have also been increased in beauty and
loveliness since we left you."

[Muslim].
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Reference . Riyad as-Salihin 1889

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 21

e Sahl bin Sa'd (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Messenger of Allah (:) said, "The dwellers of Jannah will see the upper abodes of Jannah

as you see the stars in the sky."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1890
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In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 22

e Sahl bin Sa'd (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
| was in the company of the Prophet (). He gave a description of Jannah and concluded with
these words, "There will be bounties which no eye has seen, no ear has heard and no human
heart has ever perceived." He (¥) then recited this Verse:

"Their sides forsake their beds, to invoke their Rubb in fear and hope, and they spend (in charity
in Allah's Cause) out of what We have bestowed on them. No person knows what is kept hidden
for them of joy..." (32:16,17)

[Al-Bukhari].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1891

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 23

e Abu Sa'id and Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with them) reported:
The Messenger of Allah () said, "When the dwellers of Jannah enter Jannah, an announcer will
call: (You have a promise from Allah that) you will live therein and you will never die; you will stay
healthy therein and you will never fall ill; you will stay young and you will never become old; you
will be under a constant bliss and you will never feel miserable."

[Muslim].
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Reference . Riyad as-Salihin 1892

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 24

e Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
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The Messenger of Allah () said, "The lowest place of any of you in Jannah will be that Allah will
tell him to express his wish. He will wish and wish again. Allah will then ask him: 'Have you
expressed your wish?' He will answer: 'Yes, | have.' Allah will say: "You will have what you have
wished for and the like thereof along with it.™

[Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1893

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 25

e Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Messenger of Allah (¥) said, "Allah, the Rubb of honour and glory, will say to the inhabitants
of Jannah: 'O inhabitants of Jannah!" They will respond: 'Here we are! At Your service, O our
Rubb. All good is in Your Hand! He will ask them: 'Are you pleased?' They will reply: 'Why
should we not be pleased, O Rubb, when You have given us what You have not given to any of
Your creatures?' Allah will say: 'Shall | not give you something better than that?' They will ask: 'O
Rubb! What can be better than that?' Allah will say: 'l shall bestow My Pleasure upon you and |
shall never be displeased with you.™

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Js& das Je dl " 1JE alus adde A Lea dll Jgms )y O e om0 dms ol e
105l s Sainm ) b 18 iy A Al eclinmn s Loy il 516k iall JaT L rdiall JaY
Ay o Jumdl oSodae§ YT s 1A (e Taad Jaad alle Wiigdae | S5 Uy b a3 Y U Lag
(61a)) Ml sy aSle Jadind M ¢l i oSle Jal 058 Sl e Juzal o 5 sl 5 10 sl 50

(ade

Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1894

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 26

e Jarir bin 'Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
We were sitting with the Messenger of Allah (2) when he looked at the full moon and observed,
"You shall see your Rubb in the Hereafter as you are seeing this moon; and you will not feel the
slightest inconvenience in seeing Him."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1895

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 27

e Suhaib (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Messenger of Allah (¥) said, "When the inhabitants of Jannah enter Jannah, Allah, the
Glorious and Exalted, will say to them: 'Do you wish me to give you anything more?' They will
reply: 'Have You not made our faces bright? Have You not brought us into Jannah and delivered
us from the Hell?" And Allah will remove the Veil. The (dwellers of Jannah) will feel that they have
not been awarded anything dearer to them than looking at their Rubb."

[Muslim].
Allah, the Exalted, says:

"Verily, those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, their Rubb will guide them through
their Faith; under them will flow rivers in the Gardens of Delight (Jannah). Their way of request
therein will be Subhanaka Allahumma (Glory to You, O Allah!) and Salam (peace, safety from
evil) will be their greetings therein (Jannah)! and the close of their request will be: Al-hamdu lillahi
Rabbil-'Alamin [All the praises and thanks are to Allah, the Rubb of 'Alamin (mankind, jinn
and all that exists)]." (10:9,10)
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Reference : Riyad as-Salihin 1896

In-book reference : Book 19, Hadith 28
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Article 7

P

https://hadithoftheday.com/asking-for-forgiveness/

Asking for forgiveness

By oahotd2024122 June 2018
Is it too late or too much to ask for God's forgiveness?

Humans make mistakes and commit sins. That's natural. But what is not natural is that
we sometimes don't ask for forgiveness afterwards. The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: “Every son of Adam sins, and the best of those who sin are
those who repent.” Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 2499; classed as hasan by al-Albaani. It is
expected to fall short sometimes. Therefore, we should be ready and eager to repent

once a sin is committed.

The questions that you may be posing now are: “Is it too late to ask for forgiveness? Is it
too much to ask for forgiveness as | have committed a lot of sins?” The answer to the
first question is in the following Hadiths. It was narrated by Abu ‘Abd al-Rahmaan ‘Abd-
Allaah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab (may Allaah be pleased with them) that the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Allaah will accept the repentance of
His slave so long as the death-rattle has not yet reached his throat.” Narrated by al-
Tirmidhi. As long as there is no gurgling or rattling made in the throat (which is an
indication of near death), we can repent. Moreover, there is another condition for
repentance to be accepted. One can't ask for forgiveness when the sun rises from the
West (which is one of the Hour's big signs- and the hour refers the end of life and the
beginning of the Resurrection and Judgment). Al-Bukhaari (4635) and Muslim (157)
narrated that Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: the Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The hour will not come until
the sun rises from its Maghrib (West). When people witness this, they will believe. This

will happen when ‘faith no longer benefits the soul that did not believe before™.
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These two hadiths teach us that we still have the chance to go back to Allaah and repent
provided that there is no death rattle in our throat, and the sun hasn't yet come from its

west.

As for the answer to the second question, there are many verses in the Quran and many
hadiths that tackle this point. In Soorat Al Zumar, Allah says what can be interpreted as;
“Say: O ‘Ibaadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves (by committing
evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allaah, verily, Allaah forgives all sins.
Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful” [39:53].

Allaah forgives not just the small sins but even the gravest sins. In Soorat Al Maa'idah,
Allaah calls those who committed the gravest sin of shirk ( associating other gods with
Allaah, as they claimed Prophet Essa (Jesus) to be the son of God, exalted be Allaah far
above this saying) to repent. Allaah says: "Will they not turn with repentance to Allaah

and ask His forgiveness? For Allaah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful"[5:74].

There is no graver sin than shirk. Allaah is calling those who committed shirk to return to
Him and ask for His forgiveness. This indicates that no matter how many sins you have
committed or how bigger your sins are, Allaah is Oft-Forgiving and Most Merciful. You

need to remember Him, fear Him and return to Him by asking for His forgiveness.

Even hypocrites can repent. Hypocrites are actually worse than Kufaar (disbelievers)
because hypocrites don’t show their kufir (disbelief) and appear as if they were believers.

However Allaah gives them the chance to repent:

“Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth (grade) of the Fire; no helper will you
find for them.

146- Except those who repent (from hypocrisy), do righteous good deeds, hold fast to
Allaah, and purify their religion for Allaah (by worshipping none but Allaah, and do good
for Allaah’s sake only, not to show off), then they will be with the believers. And Allaah
will grant the believers a great reward” [al-Nisa' 4:145-146]

Allaah is Kind, Forgiving and Merciful. The Prophet himself used to ask for Allaah’s
forgiveness one hundred times a day. Although Allaah had forgiven the Prophet, the
Prophet repented because he wished to show his thanks and gratitude to Allaah. So even

if you think you didn't make any mistakes, it is still a good idea to keep asking for
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Allaah’s forgiveness. But who didn't make mistakes? Who didn't fall short? Who didn’t
forget to ... ? We all need to repent and return to Allaah. “And It is He Who accepts
repentance from His slaves, and forgives sins, and He knows what you do"[al-Shoora
42:25] .

Repentance is beloved to Allaah. Interestingly, the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: “By the One in Whose hand is my soul, if you did not commit
sin Allaah would do away with you and bring people who would commit sin then pray
for forgiveness.” Narrated by Muslim, 2749. Allaah loves to see us repent. The Messenger
of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Allaah rejoices more over
the repentance of His slave than any one of you who finds his camel after having lost it

in a desolate land.” Agreed upon.

The question now is how to repent. Alhamdulillah we have made our minds to repent.
What should we do? Well, there are sins that are between the slave and Allaah and some
other sins are between the wrongdoer and other people. If the sin we committed are
between us and Allaah, there are three things we must do in order to repent and so that
our repentance can be considered correct. First, we should give up the sin. Second, we
should regret having done it. Third, we should be determined to never go back to it. If
any of these conditions are not fulfilled, the repentance is not sincere. If it is between us
and other people, then along with the previous three conditions there is a fourth
condition; we should restore the rights of those we did wrong to. If it is their money you
took, then give it back to them. If you have been backbiting them, ask for their
forgiveness. If you have slandered them, give them the chance to insult you or apologize

to them and ask for their forgiveness.

If one committed a lot of sins, he or she should repent from them all. If one repents from
some of those sins, the repentance from these sins which they repented from is valid. But
they better repent from all their sins. We should do as Allaah says solely because it is His
order and we are His slaves. We abide by Allaah’s instructions with the hope that we may
win His pleasure and to be saved from Hell Fire. Repentance helps us to return back from
disobeying Allaah to obeying Him. So when we repent from a sin, we are trying to go
back on the right track, we are just doing our homework. However, subhan Allah and
Alhamdulillah Allaah rewards those who repent. It is out of His kindness and grace that

those sinners who repent are rewarded in this life and in the hereafter. Allaah says:
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"O you who believe! Turn to Allaah with sincere repentance! It may be that your Lord will
expiate from you your sins, and admit you into Gardens under which rivers flow
(Paradise) the Day that Allaah will not disgrace the Prophet (Muhammad) and those who
believe with him. Their Light will run forward before them and (with their Records Books
of deeds) in their right hands. They will say: ‘Our Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us [and
do not put it off till we cross over the Siraat (a slippery bridge over the Hell) safely] and

grant us forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do all things™ [al-Tahreem 66:8]

Those who repent will lead a good life in the shade of faith, contentment, peace of mind

and tranquility. Allaah says:

“Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to Him in repentance, that He may grant
you good enjoyment, for a term appointed, and bestow His abounding Grace to every
owner of grace (i.e. the one who helps and serves the needy and deserving, physically

and with his wealth, and even with good words)"[Hood 11:3].
Repentance is indeed a blessing from Allaah. If there was no such a blessing, what would

we do after making a mistake? Alhamdulillah for this blessing and all His blessings. May

Allaah forgive us all, amen.
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Article 8

Source: https://authentic-dua.com/category/dua-dhikr/istighfar-tawbah/

P

extension

v'Authentic Du’aas for Istighfaar (Seeking Forgiveness)
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Article 9

Source: https://greatrewards.abdurrahman.org/2013/01/05/rewards-for-dhikr-chart-
excellent-one/

P

extension

v'Rewards for Dhikr Chart — Excellent One!
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Article 10
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@ Source: https://storiesformuslimkids.wordpress.com/portfolio/tawbah-istighfar/

Article 11

Book 1: 101 Supplications from the Quran (A gift for those who seek closeness to Allah)

Book 1 Source: https://storiesformuslimkids.wordpress.com/free-ebooks/12/

Book 2: Essential Ramadan Du’aas by Charity Right

Book 2 Source: https://storiesformuslimkids.wordpress.com/free-ebooks/9/
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